
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
3000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

ACQUISITION 
AND SUSTAINMENT 

The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro 
Chairwoman 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Madam Chairwoman: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-3000 

Apr9,2021 

Pursuant to the Joint Explanatory Statement, page 1506, accompanying the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92), this letter provides a 
report on lead service lines (LSL) at military installations. 

Service lines connect drinking water mains to facilities. In the past, these service lines 
have been installed using lead pipe and/or fittings and solder possessing lead. Lead leaching into 
the drinking water supply is a serious health concern. To address this concern, the Safe Drinking 
Water Act restricted the use of lead in drinking water infrastructure after 1986; however, 
previously installed LSLs were allowed to remain. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and state-level regulators ensure water suppliers manage the risk of any remaining existing lead 
materials in the infrastructure by and mandating treatment of produced water and regular testing. 

Regulations and requirements introduced by the EPA and State-level organizations are 
designed to minimize the risks to safe drinking water supplies. The Department of Defense 
(DoD) takes these requirements seriously to ensure the health and safety of its service members 
and their families. 

DoD components regularly test drinking water throughout their installations for 
compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act. Additionally, the water suppliers minimize the 
risk of water contamination by adding anti-corrosive agents into the water supply to ensure any 
lead present in the water line infrastructure does not leach into the supply. DoD will continue its 
regimen of testing and water management to ensure the health and safety of its members and 
dependents. 

In the vast majority of locations, lead services lines are not connected to child care 
facilities and schools since many of these facilities were constructed after lead service line 
restrictions were put in place. In instances where lead service lines were included in the original 
facility construction, the lines either have been removed or anti-corrosive additives are used to 
meet local requirements and are sufficient to protect the service members and their dependents. 
Testing of the drinking water is used to ensure the effectiveness of these measures. 

The estimated cost of this report or study for the Department of Defense 
is approximately $52,800 for the 2021 Fiscal Year. This includes $100 in 

expenses and $52,700 in DoD labor. 
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The responses to the Conference Report's four information requirements follow. 

Requirement #1: The number of military installations at which lead service lines are connected 
to schools, childcare centers and facilities, buildings, and other facilities of the installation as the 
Secretary determines appropriate. 

For this report, the Military Departments provided information on any lead service lines 
for all facilities on their installations. Not all Military Departments property records include the 
material of service lines and many buildings and service lines are old enough to not have records 
at all. In instances where the property records don't identify the material used in service lines, 
professional judgement was used to determine the potential for presence of lead service lines. 

The number of installations with LSLs is as follows: 
• Active: 11 out of a total of 264 
• Guard and Reserve: 918 out ofa total of3,749 

Requirement #2: The total number of members of the Armed Forces affected by the presence 
of lead service lines at military installations and the number of such members with dependents. 

The estimated number of members of the Armed Forces affected by the presence ofLSLs 
is approximately 183,800 out of a total population of over 2.1 million. This includes 
approximately 40,000 Active Duty members and 143,800 members of the Guard and Reserve. 

The total number of active duty dependents affected is approximately 14,000. Guard and 
Reserve members are not counted as their dependents do not reside within government facilities. 

Requirement #3: Actions, if any, undertaken by the Secretary to inform individuals affected by 
the presence of lead service lines at military installations of such presence. 

While the EPA sets the standards for safe drinking water, regulators at the state level 
issue requirements for informing individuals affected by the presence of lead service lines. 
These requirements vary from state to state. 

DoD's components fully comply with regulatory requirements for informing individuals 
affected by the presence of lead service lines. These requirements are developed and 
implemented on a case-by-case basis in partnership with state-level regulators. Examples of 
informing personnel of the presence of lead in drinking water include signage posted at specific 
outlets within a facility as well as facility-wide signage. 

Requirement #4: Recommendations for legislative action relating to the replacement of lead 
service lines at military installations. 

No legislative action is recommended. 
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The EPA recently published an update to the Safe Drinking Water Act Lead and Copper 
Rule that strengthens the reporting and protectives for our military members and their families. 
DoD has positioned itself to be ahead of these requirements by proactively sampling for lead in 
drinking water at its schools and childcare centers in accordance with EPA' s recommendations 
for training, testing, and taking action. DoD is currently analyzing the new Lead and Copper 
Rule and reviewing any required inventory activities to maintain consistency with the new rule. 
DoD will continue to take all actions necessary to provide the most compliant and safe drinking 
water systems for our DoD employees and family members. 

Your continued support of the Department's facilities program is appreciated. I am 
sending identical letters to the other congressional defense committees. 

cc: 
The Honorable Kay Granger 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely, 

Digitally1igned by 
CUMMINGS.STACY A 1 0405975 

" Date: 2021.1>4.09 14:44:26 -04'00' 

Stacy A. Cummings 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Acquisition) 
Performing the Duties of Under Secretary of 

Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment 
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OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
3000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

ACQUISITION 
AND SUSTAINMENT 

The Honorable Adam Smith 
Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-3000 

Apr9,2021 

Pursuant to the Joint Explanatory Statement, page 1506, accompanying the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92), this letter provides a 
report on lead service lines (LSL) at military installations. 

Service lines connect drinking water mains to facilities. In the past, these service lines 
have been installed using lead pipe and/or fittings and solder possessing lead. Lead leaching into 
the drinking water supply is a serious health concern. To address this concern, the Safe Drinking 
Water Act restricted the use of lead in drinking water infrastructure after 1986; however, 
previously installed LSLs were allowed to remain. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and state-level regulators ensure water suppliers manage the risk of any remaining existing lead 
materials in the infrastructure by and mandating treatment of produced water and regular testing. 

Regulations and requirements introduced by the EPA and State-level organizations are 
designed to minimize the risks to safe drinking water supplies. The Department of Defense 
(DoD) takes these requirements seriously to ensure the health and safety of its service members 
and their families. 

DoD components regularly test drinking water throughout their installations for 
compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act. Additionally, the water suppliers minimize the 
risk of water contamination by adding anti-corrosive agents into the water supply to ensure any 
lead present in the water line infrastructure does not leach into the supply. DoD will continue its 
regimen of testing and water management to ensure the health and safety of its members and 
dependents. 

In the vast majority of locations, lead services lines are not connected to child care 
facilities and schools since many of these facilities were constructed after lead service line 
restrictions were put in place. In instances where lead service lines were included in the 
original facility construction, the lines either have been removed or anti-corrosive additives are 
used to meet local requirements and are sufficient to protect the service members and their 
dependents. Testing of the drinking water is used to ensure the effectiveness of these measures. 

The estimated cost of this report or study for the Department of Defense 
is approximately $52,800 for the 2021 Fiscal Year. This includes $100 in 

expenses and $52,700 in DoD labor. 
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The responses to the Conference Report's four information requirements follow. 

Requirement #1: The number of military installations at which lead service lines are connected 
to schools, childcare centers and facilities, buildings, and other facilities of the installation as the 
Secretary determines appropriate. 

For this report, the Military Departments provided information on any lead service lines 
for all facilities on their installations. Not all Military Departments property records include the 
material of service lines and many buildings and service lines are old enough to not have records 
at all. In instances where the property records don't identify the material used in service lines, 
professional judgement was used to determine the potential for presence of lead service lines. 

The number of installations with LSLs is as follows: 
• Active: 11 out of a total of 264 
• Guard and Reserve: 918 out of a total of 3,749 

Requirement #2: The total number of members of the Armed Forces affected by the presence 
of lead service lines at military installations and the number of such members with dependents. 

The estimated number of members of the Armed Forces affected by the presence of LS Ls 
is approximately 183,800 out of a total population of over 2.1 million. This includes 
approximately 40,000 Active Duty members and 143,800 members of the Guard and Reserve. 

The total number of active duty dependents affected is approximately 14,000. Guard and 
Reserve members are not counted as their dependents do not reside within government facilities. 

Requirement #3: Actions, if any, undertaken by the Secretary to inform individuals affected by 
the presence of lead service lines at military installations of such presence. 

While the EPA sets the standards for safe drinking water, regulators at the state level 
issue requirements for informing individuals affected by the presence of lead service lines. 
These requirements vary from state to state. 

DoD' s components fully comply with regulatory requirements for informing individuals 
affected by the presence of lead service lines. These requirements are developed and 
implemented on a case-by-case basis in partnership with state-level regulators. Examples of 
informing personnel of the presence oflead in drinking water include signage posted at specific 
outlets within a facility as well as facility-wide signage. 

Requirement #4: Recommendations for legislative action relating to the replacement of lead 
service lines at military installations. 

No legislative action is recommended. 
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The EPA recently published an update to the Safe Drinking Water Act Lead and Copper 
Rule that strengthens the reporting and protectives for our military members and their families. 
DoD has positioned itself to be ahead of these requirements by proactively sampling for lead in 
drinking water at its schools and childcare centers in accordance with EPA's recommendations 
for training, testing, and taking action. DoD is currently analyzing the new Lead and Copper 
Rule and reviewing any required inventory activities to maintain consistency with the new rule. 
DoD will continue to take all actions necessary to provide the most compliant and safe drinking 
water systems for our DoD employees and family members. 

Your continued support of the Department's facilities program is appreciated. I am 
sending identical letters to the other congressional defense committees. 

cc: 
The Honorable Mike D. Rogers 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely, 

Digitally signed by 
CUMMINGS.STACY A 10405975 

" Date: 2021.04.09 14:47:38 -04'00' 

Stacy A. Cummings 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Acquisition) 
Performing the Duties of Under Secretary of 

Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment 
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OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
3000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

ACQUISITION 
AND SUSTAINMENT 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

WASHINGTON , DC 20301 -3000 

Apr9,2021 

Pursuant to the Joint Explanatory Statement, page 1506, accompanying the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92), this letter provides a 
report on lead service lines (LSL) at military installations. 

Service lines connect drinking water mains to facilities. In the past, these service lines 
have been installed using lead pipe and/or fittings and solder possessing lead. Lead leaching into 
the drinking water supply is a serious health concern. To address this concern, the Safe Drinking 
Water Act restricted the use of lead in drinking water infrastructure after 1986; however, 
previously installed LSLs were allowed to remain. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and state-level regulators ensure water suppliers manage the risk of any remaining existing lead 
materials in the infrastructure by and mandating treatment of produced water and regular testing. 

Regulations and requirements introduced by the EPA and State-level organizations are 
designed to minimize the risks to safe drinking water supplies. The Department of Defense 
(DoD) takes these requirements seriously to ensure the health and safety of its service members 
and their families. 

DoD components regularly test drinking water throughout their installations for 
compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act. Additionally, the water suppliers minimize the 
risk of water contamination by adding anti-corrosive agents into the water supply to ensure any 
lead present in the water line infrastructure does not leach into the supply. DoD will continue its 
regimen of testing and water management to ensure the health and safety of its members and 
dependents. 

In the vast majority of locations, lead services lines are not connected to child care 
facilities and schools since many of these facilities were constructed after lead service line 
restrictions were put in place. In instances where lead service lines were included in the original 
faci lity construction, the lines either have been removed or anti-corrosive additives are used to 
meet local requirements and are sufficient to protect the service members and their dependents. 
Testing of the drinking water is used to ensure the effectiveness of these measures. 

The estimated cost of this report or study for the Department of Defense 
is approximately $52,800 for the 2021 Fiscal Year. This includes $100 in 

expenses and $52,700 in DoD labor. 
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The responses to the Conference Report's four information requirements follow. 

Requirement #1: The number of military installations at which lead service lines are connected 
to schools, childcare centers and facilities, buildings, and other facilities of the installation as the 
Secretary determines appropriate. 

For this report, the Military Departments provided information on any lead service lines 
for all facilities on their installations. Not all Military Departments property records include the 
material of service lines and many buildings and service lines are old enough to not have records 
at all. In instances where the property records don't identify the material used in service lines, 
professional judgement was used to determine the potential for presence of lead service lines. 

The number of installations with LSLs is as follows: 
• Active: 11 out of a total of 264 
• Guard and Reserve: 918 out of a total of 3,749 

Requirement #2: The total number of members of the Armed Forces affected by the presence 
of lead service lines at military installations and the number of such members with dependents. 

The estimated number of members of the Armed Forces affected by the presence ofLSLs 
is approximately 183,800 out of a total population of over 2.1 million. This includes 
approximately 40,000 Active Duty members and 143,800 members of the Guard and Reserve. 

The total number of active duty dependents affected is approximately 14,000. Guard and 
Reserve members are not counted as their dependents do not reside within government facilities. 

Requirement #3: Actions, if any, undertaken by the Secretary to inform individuals affected by 
the presence of lead service lines at military installations of such presence. 

While the EPA sets the standards for safe drinking water, regulators at the state level 
issue requirements for informing individuals affected by the presence of lead service lines. 
These requirements vary from state to state. 

DoD's components fully comply with regulatory requirements for informing individuals 
affected by the presence of lead service lines. These requirements are developed and 
implemented on a case-by-case basis in partnership with state-level regulators. Examples of 
informing personnel of the presence of lead in drinking water include signage posted at specific 
outlets within a facility as well as facility-wide signage. 

Requirement #4: Recommendations for legislative action relating to the replacement of lead 
service lines at military installations. 

No legislative action is recommended. 
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The EPA recently published an update to the Safe Drinking Water Act Lead and Copper 
Rule that strengthens the reporting and protectives for our military members and their families. 
DoD has positioned itself to be ahead of these requirements by proactively sampling for lead in 
drinking water at its schools and childcare centers in accordance with EPA' s recommendations 
for training, testing, and taking action. DoD is currently analyzing the new Lead and Copper 
Rule and reviewing any required inventory activities to maintain consistency with the new rule. 
DoD will continue to take all actions necessary to provide the most compliant and safe drinking 
water systems for our DoD employees and family members. 

Your continued support of the Department's facilities program is appreciated. I am 
sending identical letters to the other congressional defense committees. 

cc: 
The Honorable Richard C. Shelby 
Vice Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Oigitally•lgned by 
CUMMINGS.STACY.A.10405975 

" Date; 2021.04.09 14;47;54 -04'00' 

Stacy A. Cummings 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Acquisition) 
Performing the Duties of Under Secretary of 

Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment 
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OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
3000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

ACQUISITION 
AND SUSTAINMENT 

The Honorable Jack Reed 
Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-3000 

Apr 9, 2021 

Pursuant to the Joint Explanatory Statement, page 1506, accompanying the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92), this letter provides a 
report on lead service lines (LSL) at military installations. 

Service lines connect drinking water mains to facilities. In the past, these service lines 
have been installed using lead pipe and/or fittings and solder possessing lead. Lead leaching into 
the drinking water supply is a serious health concern. To address this concern, the Safe Drinking 
Water Act restricted the use of lead in drinking water infrastructure after 1986; however, 
previously installed LSLs were allowed to remain. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and state-level regulators ensure water suppliers manage the risk of any remaining existing lead 
materials in the infrastructure by and mandating treatment of produced water and regular testing. 

Regulations and requirements introduced by the EPA and State-level organizations are 
designed to minimize the risks to safe drinking water supplies. The Department of Defense 
(DoD) takes these requirements seriously to ensure the health and safety of its service members 
and their families. 

DoD components regularly test drinking water throughout their installations for 
compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act. Additionally, the water suppliers minimize the 
risk of water contamination by adding anti-corrosive agents into the water supply to ensure any 
lead present in the water line infrastructure does not leach into the supply. DoD will continue its 
regimen of testing and water management to ensure the health and safety of its members and 
dependents. 

In the vast majority of locations, lead services lines are not connected to child care 
facilities and schools since many of these facilities were constructed after lead service line 
restrictions were put in place. In instances where lead service lines were included in the original 
facility construction, the lines either have been removed or anti-corrosive additives are used to 
meet local requirements and are sufficient to protect the service members and their dependents. 
Testing of the drinking water is used to ensure the effectiveness of these measures. 

The estimated cost of this report or study for the Department of Defense 
is approximately $52,800 for the 2021 Fiscal Year. This includes $100 in 

expenses and $52,700 in DoD labor. 
Generated on 2021Jan12 ReflD: 7-C866432 



The responses to the Conference Report's four information requirements follow. 

Requirement #1: The number of military installations at which lead service lines are connected 
to schools, childcare centers and facilities, buildings, and other facilities of the installation as the 
Secretary determines appropriate. 

For this report, the Military Departments provided information on any lead service lines 
for all facilities on their installations. Not all Military Departments property records include the 
material of service lines and many buildings and service lines are old enough to not have records 
at all. In instances where the property records don't identify the material used in service lines, 
professional judgement was used to determine the potential for presence of lead service lines. 

The number of installations with LSLs is as follows: 
• Active: 11 out ofa total of264 
• Guard and Reserve: 918 out of a total of 3,749 

Requirement #2: The total number of members of the Armed Forces affected by the presence 
of lead service lines at military installations and the number of such members with dependents. 

The estimated number of members of the Armed Forces affected by the presence ofLSLs 
is approximately 183,800 out of a total population of over 2.1 million. This includes 
approximately 40,000 Active Duty members and 143,800 members of the Guard and Reserve. 

The total number of active duty dependents affected is approximately 14,000. Guard and 
Reserve members are not counted as their dependents do not reside within government facilities. 

Requirement #3: Actions, if any, undertaken by the Secretary to inform individuals affected by 
the presence of lead service lines at military installations of such presence. 

While the EPA sets the standards for safe drinking water, regulators at the state level 
issue requirements for informing individuals affected by the presence of lead service lines. 
These requirements vary from state to state. 

DoD' s components fully comply with regulatory requirements for informing individuals 
affected by the presence of lead service lines. These requirements are developed and 
implemented on a case-by-case basis in partnership with state-level regulators. Examples of 
informing personnel of the presence of lead in drinking water include signage posted at specific 
outlets within a facility as well as facility-wide signage. 

Requirement #4: Recommendations for legislative action relating to the replacement of lead 
service lines at military installations. 

No legislative action is recommended. 
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The EPA recently published an update to the Safe Drinking Water Act Lead and Copper 
Rule that strengthens the reporting and protectives for our military members and their families. 
DoD has positioned itself to be ahead of these requirements by proactively sampling for lead in 
drinking water at its schools and childcare centers in accordance with EPA's recommendations 
for training, testing, and taking action. DoD is currently analyzing the new Lead and Copper 
Rule and reviewing any required inventory activities to maintain consistency with the new rule. 
DoD will continue to take all actions necessary to provide the most compliant and safe drinking 
water systems for our DoD employees and family members. 

Your continued support of the Department's facilities program is appreciated. I am 
sending identical letters to the other congressional defense committees. 

cc: 
The Honorable James. M. Inhofe 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely, 

Digitally signed by 
CUMMINGS.STACY A 10405975 

" Data: 2021.04.09 14:48:13 -04'00' 

Stacy A. Cummings 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Acquisition) 
Performing the Duties of Under Secretary of 

Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment 
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